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We take our name from                                          
Peter Edes’ original Bangor 
newspaper! The Bangor Weekly 
Register is one of the oldest 
newspapers in New England and 
the first in Bangor. Originally 
published in 1815, Edes promised 
that it was to be “… interspersed 
with specimens of eloquence and 
of taste, with biographical 
sketches, occasional memoirs, 
and such other compositions, 
moral and literary as may 
subserve the cause of liberty, 
virtue and religion.” We pledge 
the same (See “Tribute” page 2)

QUEEN CITY REGISTER.

  Welcome to the Queen City Register! 
“A society under the name of Bangor Historical Society has recently been 

organized in this city for the purpose of collection and preserving facts and 
materials in relation to the history of this part of the State, and particularly 
such as relates to the valley of the Penobscot.”                                                                 
  -Elijah Hamlin, June 28, 1864. Bangor Daily Whig and Courier 

Greetings and welcome from the Bangor Historical Society Board of 
Directors. Soon the BHS will celebrate its 159th birthday. We are the 2nd oldest historical 
society in Maine and on March 4th, 1864, the BHS was started by twenty-two Bangor 
citizens led by Judge John Godfrey. Over the past several months, we have been making 
strides as an organization to increase our visibility and programming.  We made the 
decision to bring Matt Bishop on full time as our Curator/Operations Manager to have a 
consistent presence at the Hill House and be able to expand… our programming and 
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Vickery Postcard Collection, Bangor Public Library, www.mainememory.net/artifact/31562 - Reference 1

(See “Welcome” page 4)
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Curator’s Corner 
In this inaugural issue of our quarterly newsletter, I 
would like to introduce myself.   My name is Matt Bishop.  
I am the Curator and Operations Manager here at the 
BHS.  Since 2009, I have been involved with this 
organization in several different capacities.  Over these 

years I have had the pleasure of meeting many of you, discussing, and 
working on preserving, protecting, and sharing the history of this city 
and the items that we have here in our collection.  Accepting a full-time 
position here at the BHS has always been a dream of mine since I 
started as a volunteer. You never know where the road is going to take 
you, and I am grateful for the opportunity that began in December of 
2022. I look forward to expanding our outreach, programming, 
and most importantly increasing the 

activity at the Thomas A. Hill 
House, our home. The ability to 
increase the open hours and 
availability of the Hill House to the 
public is vitally important.   Almost 
weekly, I talk to someone who 
mentions an interest in Bangor’s 
history and they admit, even while 

living in the area for 10, 20, or 30 years to a lifetime, 
to never having stopped by the museum. The building needs people to 
come in and hear the stories, see the objects, and learn about our 
community. Starting with the native influences of the Penobscot people 
who have inhabited these areas long before the European settlers to the 
lumbermen who helped make Bangor the “lumber capital of the world” 
in the early 1800’s, and beyond to today where the historical buildings 
of Bangor, not just downtown, have seen a renaissance and are being 
restored to their former glory.  The Bangor Historical Society needs 
your help. Our home at the Hill House needs your help. The 1835 house 
that we call our home needs rehabilitation, and we need to start these 
projects now. From restoring the fence, to reconstructing the portico 
foundation, to fixing those pesky little leaks, to interior ceiling work, or 
just adding a coat of paint to the trim, there’s a lot to be done to this 
188-year-old building. The Hill House  isn’t just our museum, but our 
storage facility, event space, offices, and most importantly, part of our 
collection with huge historic significance.  Donations in money, 
volunteer hours, and help in sharing our amazing history will help this 
city, the region, and visitors understand the great question: “Why are 
we here?”  

P l e a s e f e e l f r e e t o e - m a i l q u e s t i o n s o r t h o u g h t s t o 
curator@bangorhistoricalsociety.org or call in to 207-942-1900. 

A Tribute to Peter Edes 
The Newspapermen’s Dinner 

The prestigious gathering on that cold 
November night in 1915 had the Bangor 
House buzzing. Newspaper editors from 
throughout New England had gathered 
for more than the roast turkey and 
pineapple with nut salad. Oliver Hall, 
editor of the Bangor Commercial 
recounted tales of Bangor’s journalistic 
history while Robert Lincoln O’Brien, 
editor of the Boston Herald, had travelled 
the 236 miles to the Queen City as the 
event’s featured speaker.2 All were 
gathered to memorialize the anniversary 
of Bangor’s first newspaper, the Bangor 
Weekly Register. In remembering 
publisher Peter Edes, guests were 
reminded of the publisher’s early promise 
to his readers: 
“The object of 
this paper is to 
b e a f a i t h f u l 
chronicle of the 
passing events 
a n d c u r r e n t 
news and not a 
receptacle of 
party obloquy 
and personal 
abuse.” Edes 
had offered $2 
subscriptions or payment “in any produce 
of the country.” Born in Boston and 
raised in the shadow of the American 
Revolution, Edes learned from his father, 
Benjamin, who was a prominent 
publisher chronicling and supporting the 
r e b e l c a u s e a g a i n s t t h e B r i t i s h 
government. Peter himself witnessed both 
the Boston Tea Party and the Battle of 
Bunker Hill but set out on his own after 
the war, establishing his own paper in 
Rhode Island and then the Augusta area. 
As Bangor grew, Peter eventually arrived 
here to start our first paper in 1815. While 
his efforts lasted only until 1817, he had 
paved the way for the local journalism 
that survives in Bangor today.

https://digicom.bpl.lib.me.us/
books_pubs/96 -  Reference 2

Peter Edes’ Printing Press - 
Destroyed in the Bangor Fire
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A 2021 article in the Portland Press 
Herald recounts the hidden history 
of a Bangor legend who, despite his 
pioneering success in the early days 
of our city, is now largely forgotten.3 
Referencing the headline originally 
published in the Bangor Daily News, 
March 30, 1907, the obituary tells 
the tale: “Death of Narcissus A. 
Matheas, Was a Famous Hackman 
and Fireman Here Before the War.” 
According to the article relating 
Matheas’ death, he had traveled to 
Bangor in 1834 as a boy aboard a 
trading vessel from the Cape Verde 
Islands off the coast of Africa. Seeing 
the industrious and growing port 
here on the Penobscot, he stayed to 
pursue “American life” and a 
“comfortable fortune.” His dreams 
were realized in the booming lumber 
town and he established the first 
privately owned coach service in 

Bangor and “had seven job wagons 
engaged in trucking and the transfer 
of baggage about the city” with a 
“practical monopoly of that business 
for years.” Matheas also served as a 
volunteer fireman in the Bangor fire 
department with “horses always 
ready to haul the famous old hand 
engine Eagle 3.” This service passed 
to his son Fred, one of four Matheas 

children born in Bangor, who 
carried on the family business of 
both fighting fires and moving 
packages and people about the 
Queen City. The Maine Historical 
Society image archive shows Fred 
with his fellow firemen in 1890.4 
Although the elder Matheas moved 
back to the Cape Verde Islands with 
the considerable wealth he had 
accumulated from his businesses in 
1870, his three sons remained in the 
United States making their mark in 
Camden, New Jersey, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, and right here in 
B a n g o r . W e ’ r e d e d i c a t e d t o 
remembering all the diverse stories 
that make up our heritage as one of 
America’s great cities and will share 
more tales of the lesser known men 
and women who built Bangor in 
future issues  of the Register. 

The 1899 biography of Hannibal 
Hamlin, written by his grandson, 
tells the story of the rift between the 
Bangor politician and his brother 
Elijah in the tumultuous times 
leading up to the Civil War.5 
Hannibal, the younger Hamlin 
brother, broke with 
family tradition 
and the Whig Party 
when he joined the 
new Republican 
Party, dedicated to 
h a l t i n g t h e 
e x p a n s i o n o f 
slavery into the newly 
acquired American 
west. Norumbega Hall in downtown 
Bangor was the scene of area 
Republicans’ first gathering and 
Hannibal Hamlin was the keynote 
speaker for the event. As grandson 
Charles Hamlin recounts, the June 

27, 1856 meeting was “…crowded to 
its utmost capacity long before the 
speaking began…and a dramatic 
scene occurred in the midst of 
Hamlin’s opening remarks.” Mr. 
Hamlin spoke first to his brother 
Elijah, saying, “I never return to my 

northern home and the 
s t a t e o f m y n a t i v i t y 
without thanking God that 
I was born in Maine, on 
free soil and among free 
m e n . ” D e s p i t e t h e i r 
political differences, the 
brothers were reuniting in 

the cause of liberty. “Now 
thank God, we stand firmly 

together upon a platform broad as 
the Union and with the Declaration 
o f I n d e p e n d e n c e a n d t h e 
Constitution for our principles. 
Those words dear to every American, 
liberty and union are emblazoned on 

it in letters of living light. Brother, I 
give you the right hand of political 
fellowship…may we always remain 
side by side in the cause of our 
country and human l iberty .” 
Embracing, the brothers cemented 
new ties and could now “strive for 
the same political principles” that 
would soon lead the younger Hamlin 
to the Vice Presidency of the United 
States.

Black History of Bangor - The Matheas Family Leaves a Mark 

Pages From the Past - Civil War Reunites The Hamlin Brothers 
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Hannibal Hamlin from the 
Brady National Photographic 

Art Gallery - Reference 6

The Hamlin Desk in the Bangor Historical 
Society Collection

Bangor Firefighters -1890- Fred Matheas at Right
 Maine Historical Society Collection - Reference 4
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Did You Know? - Meet Mary Pelagie Nicola 
Born in 1775, the woman known as 
Molly Molasses was much more 
complex than the mocking nickname 
she was given suggests. A 2008 Bangor 
Daily News column by writer and 
anthropolog is t Bunny McBride 
remembers her as a complicated and 
resourceful woman. Mary Pelagie 
Nicola, also known as Molly Molasses, 
was born in the Penobscot Valley and 
lived until 1867, seeing and feeling the 
growth of Bangor in very personal 
ways. “Molasses grew up guarded and 
suspicious. She had to figure out how to 
survive within a radically changing 
world that pushed her people to the 
margins of society – and sometimes 
o v e r t h e e d g e . A s t r o n g a n d 
uncompromising woman said to have 
the gift of m’teoulin (magic), she 

refused to be invisible or silenced…When asked why she was called Molly 
Molasses, Molly would grin and say, ‘Cuz I sweet.’ But since she wore 
bitterness as a shield and appeared anything but sweet, she probably gained 
the nickname simply because it rhymed with Balassee – the Penobscot 
pronunciation of her second name, Pelagie.”8
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Welcome From the Board of Directors     
(Continued from Page 1) 

our programming and visitation hours when we open once again to the 
public this spring. Matt’s familiarity with the organization, the Hill House, 
and with you the membership will hopefully allow for many great things to 
happen in the years to come.  One of the first projects that has been 
embarked upon is this newsletter, the Queen City Register. With the help 
of volunteers, we will be sending The Register out quarterly. These issues 
will be filled with articles discussing our history, important dates, and the 
times of our programs, tours, and events. The increase in programming and 
visibility will also bring attention to the needs of the Thomas A. Hill 
House. Our historic building built in 1835 needs renovation and repairs. We 
have embarked upon fundraising efforts to bring back a historic fence along 
our perimeter and to work on a multi-phase project of repairing our granite 
portico that goes around three sides of the building.  Please think about 
becoming a member and/or volunteer with us. Speaking of volunteers, we 
will be having a volunteer meet & greet on Tuesday, April 11 at 5:00 
p.m. at the Hill House (159 Union Street)  to discuss upcoming projects, 
volunteer committees, and spreading awareness of how we can continue to 
preserve, protect, and share the history of this region. Watch for more 
details if you wish to be on a committee, volunteer for an event or project, 
or would like more information. We cannot thank you enough for your 
support!                                - Karen Rand, President BHS Board of Directors 

    

Upcoming Events!!


Hill House reopens in May!


Summer tours begin in June! 

Mount Hope and more!


Bangor Historical Society 
159 Union St. 

Bangor, ME 04401 

Register compiled, designed, and edited by 
BHS Volunteer Ryan Hews and BHS Curator/

Operations Manager Matt Bishop
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